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Our Mission and Ethos 

At Whinmoor St Paul’s Primary school we believe that every child is a 

unique child of God and lives in a world that God has made. 

We aim: 

 To provide a safe nurturing environment where every child can 

achieve his/her full potential 

 To inspire a lifelong love of learning 

 To value all faiths and cultures and to celebrate diversity 

 To develop a sense of respect and responsibility towards self, 

others and the world in which we live 

 To build strong relationships with the local community, our 

city and the wider world 

 

And to do all this as a caring community based on strong Christian values 

 

The Governing Body and staff of Whinmoor St Paul’s Primary School take as our 

first priority the responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of our pupils, 

to minimise risk and to work together with other agencies to ensure rigourous 

arrangements are in place within our school to identify, assess, and support 

those children who are suffering harm and to keep them safe and secure whilst in 

our care. 
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This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people.  
 
VISION FOR RE 
Pupils at Whinmoor St Paul’s gain a deep awareness of their own and others’ identities, they 
explore the mysteries of life and the answers given by a wide variety of religions and beliefs, thus 
developing a clear sense of what is real value in the world today.  
 

By following Understanding Christianity and the Local syllabus pupils in our school gain a deep 

knowledge and understanding of the teachings, practices and life stories expressed in a variety of 

ways within Christianity and other principal religions and world views. Through reflection on their 

own beliefs and values in the light of their learning, they grow in respect for themselves and 

others.  
 
RATIONAL 
Religious Education makes a vital contribution to the education of our children at Whinmoor St 
Paul’s Primary School. It enables teachers to foster children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development through the Christian values of hope, wisdom, forgiveness, honesty friendship and 
trust. We aim to provide all of our school family members with the skills and attributes necessary 
to fulfil their potential in the wider community.  
 
Through the study and enquiry approach to beliefs and practices children are given the 
opportunity to think about ultimate questions that concern all of humanity. Children are able to 
develop skills such as empathy, interpretation, expression and evaluation. RE lessons play a key 
role in enhancing the school ethos by developing attitudes such as self-understanding, enquiry 
and respect for others.  RE contributes to PSHCE and to children’s multi- cultural awareness.  
 
The 1988 Education Reform Act provides a legal framework for the provision of Religious 
Education and states that: ‘Religious Education must be taught to all pupils aged 5-18.’ 
 
At Whinmoor St Paul’s, religious education is taught in accordance with the Dioceses of Leeds 
and York Diocesan Syllabus for Religious Education and reflects the distinctive and inclusive 
ethos of our Anglican foundation. The syllabus reflects the fact that religious traditions in Great 
Britain are in the main Christian, whilst taking into account the teachings and practices of other 
principal world religions represented in Great Britain and making links between these. It 
reinforces the Statement of Entitlement for RE in Church of England Schools that ‘At the heart of 
RE in Church schools is the teaching of Christianity, rooted in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. There is a clear expectation that as inclusive communities, church schools encourage 
learning about other religions and world views fostering respect for them.’ 
 
Children’s learning in the Foundation Stage will make a variety of contributions to the six areas of 
learning and enables them to work towards the early learning goals. Key Stage 1 will focus their 
learning on Christianity, Islam, Judaism and one thematic unit. Lower Key Stage 2 will focus their 
learning on Christianity, Sikhism, Hinduism and one thematic unit. Upper Key Stage 2 will further 
their learning and understanding on Christianity, Sikhism and Islam as well as one thematic unit. 
 
Religious Education is an entitlement to all pupils at Whinmoor St Paul’s registered on the school 
roll including Foundation Stage 2 children. The purpose of Religious Education is to equip 
children with the knowledge and understanding of RE, thus allowing them to hold educated and 
balanced conversations about peoples cultures, religion and beliefs.  
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Whinmoor St Paul’s follow the teaching and learning approach set out by the local syllabus. This 
is underpinned by 3 core elements, which are linked together to promote breadth and balance 
within teaching and learning about beliefs and religions. Teaching and learning in the classroom 
will incorporate all three elements, allowing for overlaps where appropriate. The three elements 
are; 

- Making sense Beliefs - Identifying and making sense of core religious and non-religious 
concepts and beliefs; understanding what these beliefs mean within their traditions; 
recognising how and why sources of authority are used, expressed and interpreted in 

different ways, and developing skills of interpretation. 
- Understanding the impact - Examining how and why people put their beliefs into action 

in diverse ways, within their everyday lives, within their communities and in the wider 
world. 

- Making Connections - Reasoning about, reflecting on, evaluating and connecting the 
concepts, beliefs and practices studied; allowing pupils to challenge ideas and the ideas 
to challenge pupils’ thinking; discerning possible connections between these ideas and 
pupils’ own lives and ways of understanding the world. 

 
 
AIMS 
The main aims of Religious Education at Whinmoor St Paul’s are to help pupils to: 
 

 Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity as a living faith that 
influences the lives of people worldwide and as the religion that has most shaped British 
culture and heritage. 

 To know and understand about other major religions and non-religious views and how these 
can impact our community and the wider world.  

 Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral 
issues which arise from reflection on human experience and a study of religious believe and 
practice.  

 Reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study. 

 Develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold beliefs different 
from their own and living in a society of diverse religions.  

 Develop awareness of and respond to fundamental questions of life raised by human 
experience (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural) and how religious teachings can relate to 
them. 
 

The aims of RE are underpinned by the ethos and aims at Whinmoor St Paul’s, where we believe 
that school should foster a caring and concern for others, whether or not they share the school’s 
Christian commitment, and provide a stimulating learning  environment with a curriculum which 
will meet the needs and abilities of all the children in our care. 
 
ORGANISATION 
Schools should aim to be close to 10% of curriculum for teaching RE, but no less than 5% 
(Leeds and York RE diocesan syllabus) 
The minimum amount of time for Religious Education, which is set out in the local syllabus, is: 

- Foundation Stage 2– 36 hours e.g. 50 minutes per week or as part of continuous 
provision. 

- KS1 – 36 hours e.g. 1 hour per week or less than an hour and a series of RE days 

- KS2 – 45 hours e.g. 1 hour and 15 mins per week or a series of RE days or weeks 
amounting to 45+ hours of RE 
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This is roughly equivalent to 5% of the curriculum time or one hour a week however due to the 
organisation of the primary curriculum teachers can be flexible in their approach allowing for visits 
and half day sessions. 
 
There is a Religious Education Co-ordinator in the school who contributes to the school 
development plan through the review, monitoring and evaluation of the provision and practice of 
RE. They also give advice and guidance to other staff. The RE co-ordinator provides assurance 
on the teaching and learning of RE through lesson observations and monitoring of RE evidence. 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Religious education is open to all children at Whinmoor St Paul’s Primary School regardless of 
religion, race, culture, gender or ability. Through the teaching of RE children will learn to: 

 Become aware that Britain is multi-religious and multi-cultural. 

 Challenge inequalities and discrimination based on race, religion, culture, gender, ability or 
socio- economic groups. 

 Respect themselves and be sensitive to the needs of others. 
 
Under the terms of the 1988 Education Reform Act, parents have the right to withdraw their 
children wholly or in part from religious education. The school must comply with the parents’ 
request however, the Head Teacher may wish to establish a working relationship with parents 
and discuss issues and practical implications of their decision for withdrawal. 
 
DISTINCTIVENESS 
To ensure that pupils make excellent and appropriate progress in their knowledge and 
understanding of Christianity and other principle faiths, Whinmoor St Paul’s include opportunities 
to: 
 

 Explore the experience of the Church’s year through regular Collective Worship.  

 Visit places of worship to develop the understanding of the church as a living community.  

 Welcome visitors from our church community and wider faith communities to share their 
experiences of Religious Education.  

 Learn about and from the life, teaching and example of Jesus Christ through the New 
Testament.  

 To explore and discover Christianity nationally and globally and to recognise and learn 
from diversity within Christianity.  

 Face the challenges of diversity with respect.  
 
PLANNING AND DELIVERY 
A long term plan for Religious Education has been produced to fulfil the requirements of the 
Agreed Syllabus. Medium Term Planning is undertaken by class teachers and takes into the 
account: 

 Making sense of beliefs, Understanding the impact and Making connections.  

 The levels of attainment, expectations, differentiation, assessment and reporting. 

 The need for a range of learning experiences and styles (including ICT) and the development 
of key questions. 

 
Foundation Stage  
 
In the Foundation Stage Religious Education links firmly to the areas of learning e.g. 
Characteristics of Effective Learning, Personal, Social and Emotional Development and 
Understanding the World. Learning will enable children to develop a positive sense of themselves 
and others, as well as explore diversity and respect. It aims to build positive relationships within 
the school and the wider community. Children will begin to develop an understanding and 
appreciation of differences/similarities between individuals and groups within our communities. 
Children will aim to achieve this through the study of Christianity e.g. Incarnation, Creation and 
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Salvation, as well as thematic units Special People, Celebrations, Stories and Special Places. 
The thematic units incorporate other major religions such as Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and 
Sikhism.  
 
By the end of the year children will have had the opportunity to: 

 Explore some features of some religions e.g. special events, customs, food and objects. 

 Become familiar with stories from different religions and talk about the meaning behind 
them and how they affect their lives.  

 Ask their own questions 

 Develop a positive sense of themselves and others.  

 To learn how to form positive and respectful relationships.  
Key Stage 1 
At Key Stage 1 children can use play, art, reflection and cross-curricular to explore religious 
education. They will be able to reflect on their own feelings and experiences and develop a sense 
of belonging.  
 
By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils will have opportunities to learn about and from Christianity, 
Islam and Judaism to: 

 Make sense of a range of religious and non-religious concepts and beliefs by: 
o Identifying core concepts and beliefs studied and giving a simple description of 

what they mean.  
o Giving examples of how stories show what people believe.  
o Giving clear, simple accounts of what stories and other texts mean to believers.  

 Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs by: 
o Giving examples of how people use stories, texts and teachings to guide their 

beliefs and actions, individually and as communities.  
o Giving examples of ways in which believers put their beliefs into action.  
 

 Make connections between religious and non-religious concepts, beliefs, practices 
and ideas studied by:  

o Thinking, talking and asking questions about whether there are any lessons for 
them to learn from the ideas they have been studying, exploring different ideas. 

o Give a good reason for the views they have and the connections they make.  
o Talk about what they have learned.  

 
 
Lower Key 2 
At Key Stage 2 religious education offers opportunities for pupils to think for themselves and open 
hearted when they encounter faith and beliefs.  
 
By the end of Lower Key 2, pupils will have opportunities to learn about and from Christianity, 
Sikhism and Hinduism.  
 

 Make sense of a range of religious and non-religious concepts and beliefs.  

 
Cross Curricular 
Religious education can make a contribution to the development of general educational abilities 
such as literacy, seeing the world through other people’s eyes and the ability to express thoughts, 
feelings and personal beliefs. Religious education also makes a contribution to pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. It addresses issues which arise in a range of subjects 
such as English and History as well as personal and social education. As it is concerned with 
values and behaviour, religious education can make a significant contribution to education in 
citizenship. 
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The use of I.C.T can enhance children’s motivation in religious education; they can find out 
information about religious beliefs, use the internet and E-mail for exchanging information and 
use word processing skills to retell stories and present information in a more colourful way. 
 
Variety of teaching styles 
Pupils will experience a wide range of teaching and learning experiences appropriate to the 
matter to be learned understanding that pupils learn best in different ways. Pupils will experience 
opportunities to learn and express themselves through a whole range of teaching and learning 
experiences for example: 
- listening to the teacher 
- reading texts 
- seeking information for themselves in libraries and via the internet 
- Discussion with the teacher and other pupils 
- Pair and group work 
- using a range of media such as artefacts, pictures, photographs, music, role play and drama 
- Visits and visitors 
 
Regular opportunities will be provided for pupils to raise their own questions and to explore 
answers to them and to discuss and reflect on fundamental issues addressed in religious 
education.  
 
Assessment 
Assessment will take place termly throughout the school based on the attainment targets AT1 
and AT2. At the end of each topic children undertake a self-assessment, where they can 
verbalise, write and draw what they have learned about and from the topic e.g. I can… I think… 
 
Each child will be given a level 1-5 and then in order to differentiate a sub-level will be applied 
based on whether they are beginning, developing or secure in this level.  

 

 
We have a clear duty under the Equality Act 2010 to ensure that our teaching is 
accessible to all pupils, including those who are lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT). Inclusive PSHE will foster good relations between pupils, 
tackle all types of prejudice, including homophobia, and promote understanding 
and respect, enabling us to meet the requirements, and live the intended spirit, of 
the Equality Act 2010. 


