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Dear Families,                                                                                                                                 05.09.19 

Welcome back. We hope you had a peaceful and relaxing holiday and are very much looking forward to a 

fabulous year ahead. It was great to welcome our children back into school this week. A very sincere 

welcome to our new families – your children are settling in so well and are already becoming familiar with 

our routines. Our older children are supporting the younger, especially over lunch times and what a 

difference it makes! Thank you to them all. School has a happy, calm and purposeful atmosphere and we 

are excited about the year ahead.  

At school, all we do is underpinned by the Christian ethos of valuing the individual. We believe that every 

child is respected as a unique child of God, the future adults in society. We believe children are gifts from 

God and we are privileged to work with their families and carers, to enable them to live life to the full. With 

this is mind, we spent time last year and over the summer ensuring our curriculum is not only interesting, 

engaging and relevant to our children, whatever age or stage they are at, but also that it supports them in 

developing their curiosity about life, helps them to think/reason widely and supports them in learning vital 

knowledge about this world. Please do talk to them about what they have been learning and encourage 

them to ask questions and research the answers.  

This year, we are working alongside Leeds City Council, taking part in the Leeds Year of Reading. Our 

classes are all named after different authors and the joy of reading will form a central part of our curriculum.  

If anyone is able to spare a little time to come into school and read with our children or read to our children, 

please see Mrs. Brew, who will be delighted to take details. Alongside our emphasis on reading, we look 

forward to exploring the Beauty of Maths – children are encouraged to look for art and maths all around 

them. After a very short time, it becomes second nature, as staff found out this summer! Both Mr. Ratcliffe, 

our English Lead and Mrs. Wilson, our Maths Lead, will be writing to families very soon with further details 

of plans for the rest of this term.  

Our class names:  

These authors were chosen by the classes and relate to some of the texts they study during the year. 
 

Nursery – Carle Class 
Reception – Donaldson Class 

Year 1 – Thomas Class 
Year 2 – Dahl Class 

Year 3 – Morpurgo Class 
Year 4 – Farrer Class 
Year 5 – Homer Class 
Year 6 – Dickens Class 
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Our Christian Values linked to British Values for Life 

This autumn, our Values will focus on:  
 
Autumn 1 – Community and Responsibility  
Autumn 2 – Spirit of Christmas and Generosity  
 
British Values  
 
Democracy - Justice/Friendship/Peace/Community 
Rule of Law - Justice/Friendship/Responsibility 
Individual Liberty - Peace/Justice/Wisdom/Compassion/Responsibility/Forgiveness  
Tolerance and Respect - Compassion/Forgiveness/Friendship/Wisdom/Generosity 
 
In the next few weeks our main entrance hall display will be created to reflect our journey throughout the 
year. The first display will be entitled, Flying High. Our Goals. Our Values. Growing in God’s Love.’  Please 
chat to your child about this and let us know what you think.  
 
We need your support:  
 
In school we have several children with severe allergies, so please ensure that you do not pack any food 
which contains nuts as we need to safeguard all our children and will continue to be a nut-free school this 
year.  
 

Quick Start Meetings  

Last year, our ‘Quick Start’ meetings were so well received by families, we intend to continue them again.  

Basically, over the year, short meetings will take place based around an aspect of the curriculum, which we 

hope will support parents and carers in supporting their children in learning. 

Now that our children have returned to school, we would like to invite parents and carers to pop into school 
with their children for around 20 minutes on the following dates, for the first of our meetings, when their 
child’s teacher will talk about standards within the year group and explain homework expectations. If you 
can come along, we ask that your children accompany you back into the class to hear the messages with 
you, to support consistency.  If you are unable to come along and want any clarification around 
expectations or homework, please catch your child’s teacher at the end of the day or make an appointment 
at the office.  
 

Tuesday 10th September 
2019 

Y1/2           
 

3.30 - 3.50pm  

Thursday 12th September 
2019   

Y3/4 3.30 - 3.50pm 

Friday 13th September  
2019  

Y5/6     
       

3.30 - 3.50pm  
 

Monday 16th September 
2019  

Reception 3.30-3.50pm 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
 
Within the St. Paul’s community, we all want our children to succeed. Children only get one chance at 
school and this chance is affected by not attending school every day and on time. When children do not 
attend or are late, they often struggle to keep up with school work and miss out on the social side of school 
life. Poor punctuality and attendance can often affect their ability to make and keep friendships, which is 
such a vital part of growing up. Lateness not only affects the child, but other members of the class, as the 
teacher often has to stop the lesson and go over key learning points.  Each week, the class with the highest 
attendance get a reward towards an end of term party and at the end of the year our 100% attendees get 
certificates and awards too. Last year, 5 scooters were raffled between those children who have attended 
100% of the time.   

100% Attendance 0 Weeks of missed learning 

95% Attendance 2 Weeks of missed learning 

92% Attendance 3 Weeks & 1 day of missed learning 

85% Attendance 6 Weeks of missed learning (a full half term!) 

75% Attendance 9 Weeks & 2 days of missed learning  

 

Our expectations for a ‘SMART start:’  

Doors open at 8.40am and children can come straight into class and begin their learning tasks. At 8.45am 
the bell rings and doors close at 8.50am. At this stage, you need to bring your child to the school office and 
sign them in.  If your child is poorly and unable to attend school, please inform us by ringing school by 9am 
at the latest.  Please rest assured that if you send your child to school and they become poorly, we will 
always ring you and let you know.  It is vital we have updated contact numbers, so please return the 
updated contact sheet as soon as possible. Thank you.  

Uniform 
 
Thank you to our many families who have sent the children back to school in full uniform. We are proud of 
our children and their uniform identifies them as belonging to Whinmoor St. Paul’s community and supports 
us in continuing to raise expectations and standards. Our full uniform list can be found on our website or 
pop into our office for a paper copy. We particularly ask you to support us on the following:   
 

 School shoes – sensible black shoes, not trainers 

 Jewellery - On health and safety grounds we do not allow children to wear jewellery. The exception 

to this rule is plain earring studs in pierced ears. On any days that a child is participating in PE, 

games, swimming and other physical activities it is advisable to leave earrings at home 

 Nail varnish is not permitted nor are ‘extreme’ haircuts, patterns in hair or large hair ‘decorations’ 
such as patterned bows, clips etc.  Please keep to simple bobbles, head bands, in school colours.  
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Superhero walk 

This Sunday 8th Sept 2019, several of our staff are taking part in the Superhero Walk to help raise money 
for the Children's Heart Surgery Fund.  

Time: 11:30am – 3pm 

Location: Temple Newsam Park, Leeds 

Distance: 1km 

As many of you know, this is a charity particularly close to us, as Miss Hamilton’s nephew Archie has had 
several major heart operations in his young life and the care he has received has been so supportive. (We 
were all so grateful and humbled when our Year 6 children last year gave a significant amount of their profit 
from Enterprise Week to the charity).   

We would like to invite as many families as possible to come along for a refreshing, fundraising walk. As 
this is a public event we can't take responsibility for looking after children and so we ask that you 
accompany and supervise your own children at all times. However, we'd love to see you and look forward 
to a fun filled day.  

You can register either on the day or in advance by following the link: 

https://chsf.org.uk/event/superhero-walk- 

 

Parent Pay 

We have now moved on to a cashless system called School Money. This enables you to pay for school 
trips / dinner money or school purchases online.  

You will shortly receive a text message giving you log in details. We ask that you supply us with both your 
email address and a contact number (this can be put on to the blue data collection form sent home). This 
will then be the main contact for school money to notify you of any credits or debits on your account. 

 

Aldi’s Kit for Schools 

This year we are taking part in Aldi’s Kit for Schools. Aldi are giving 20 primary schools the chance to 
win £20,000 to kick start a health legacy for school and all entries receive a free sports kit. 

How can you help? With every £30 spent in store you receive a sticker. Please bring these stickers 
into school and we will put them on our poster. Please ask friends / family and neighbours to support 
us.  

 
 
 
 

https://chsf.org.uk/event/superhero-walk-
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Dates for your diary 

To support our families who may need to arrange annual leave, we are sending Christmas dates for diaries 
- very early we know.  

Thursday 12th December – Nursery and Reception Christmas Performance – 10am  

Y1/2 Christmas play in the afternoon  

Monday 16th December – Year 3 & Year 4 Christmas Performance– 2pm. 

Year 5 & Year 6 Christingle – 5pm. 

Tuesday 17th December – Christmas Disco/ Party Day for our children. 

Thursday 19th December – School Carol Service – 2.15 pm. 

 
We are looking forward to a fantastic term and year ahead.  Thank you for your continuing support.  

Miss McBride  

 
 
 
 
 
 


