
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Families,                                                                                                                                   17.07.20 
  
As we approach the end of the term, thank you for the support you have shown to us, over such a different 
and at times difficult few months.  We have worked together to keep our families and community safe and 
to ensure our children have continued to learn. It has been appreciated to receive your lovely messages 
throughout this pandemic, thank you. We have thoroughly enjoyed working with those children who have 
been in school and it has been so cheering to see the wonderful ways so many of our children have tackled 
home learning.  We are proud of all the children, wherever they have been learning. Their positivity, 
strength and resilience really has come to the forefront and we look forward to welcoming them back in 
September and send our best wishes and prayers with the Y6 children who will begin their High School 
education after the holidays.  We are proud of each and every one of them – they are ready to ‘fly the nest.’  
God bless them all.  
 
Our Home Learning class emails will close down on Friday after school and will not be in use again until we 
update them for the next teacher in early September.  If you do need to contact us at all over the holiday, 
please do so via office@whinmoorstpauls.co.uk. Please bear in mind it is the summer holidays and we will 
answer you when we are able.  Thank you for your understanding.  
 
We look forward to a full reopening of school next term. The safety of all our community is our main 
concern and so we again publish the staggered starts to the school day below and ask that this is taken 
very seriously and adhered to by all families.   
If children are late, it means families may lose their ‘slots’ to bring the children into school, which 
jeopardises leaving space between other classes who will be arriving. If you are late, however, then we ask 
you come into school via the front gate, ensuring space is given to others using this gate.  Once in school, 
please line up with your child outside, to the left of the office, by the window and a member of staff will tell 
you when it is clear and safe to sign your child into school.  This will take more time than previously but 
again, the safety of our community is paramount.   
  
Mr. Ratcliffe 
 
Tomorrow, we say goodbye to Mr. Ratcliffe, who has been our Deputy Head for 11 years.   Our prayers and 
good wishes go with him to Harewood C of E Primary where we know, he will be an excellent Head 
teacher. When it is safe to do so and when we can invite our families back into school for 
Worship/Assemblies, we hope to invite Mr. Ratcliffe back, so that we can say a proper ‘goodbye’ in front of 
all the children and families.   
                                 
REMINDERS – from last week’s newsletter  
 
School reopens to children on 8th September 2020. We ask that all children are in full school uniform, 
smart, on time and ready to learn.  
 
The nature of the Covid virus is such that it has certainly not been eradicated and in order to keep our 
community as safe as we can, we need to put in protective measures around the practicalities of reopening.   
We ask all families to adhere to these measures so that we can keep every member of our school as safe 
as we can. We have taken into consideration all of the following areas, as we prepare for reopening:  

 Keeping classes separated from each other as much as possible whilst in school  

mailto:office@whinmoorstpauls.co.uk


Whinmoor St Paul’s CofE Primary School, Whinmoor Crescent, Whinmoor, Leeds, LS14 1EG 

Tel: 0113 2657250     Email: office@whinmoorstpauls.co.uk 
Website:  whinmoorstpauls.co.uk 

Headteacher: M McBride BEd (Hons) NPQH Deputy Headteacher: D A Ratcliffe BEd (Hons) 

 Staggered starts/lunchtimes/break times for each class. If a child has a school lunch this will initially 
consist of a picnic lunch. Water will be provided and we ask each child to bring their own, labelled 
water bottle each day    

 Routes into school – please see the information below 
 Use of the hall – no whole school assemblies/Worship/singing practise unless guidance changes  
 Cleaning of school and equipment – more frequently throughout the day  
 Social distancing measures marked in and around school to support distancing of adults  
 Equipment which children can/cannot bring into school – only a water bottle and a lunch box please. 

No additional bags, toys etc. at this time. We ask that a small bag is provided with trainers or pumps 
inside, which can be left in school so that children can change if they are exercising outside 

 Use of toilets – no more than 2 children to use the toilets at any time, additional cleaning in place  
 Hand washing/gel – frequent handwashing throughout the day, plenty of gel in each area of school  
 Use of PPE if a child or adult becomes unwell – every class to have a ‘Covid Box’  
 Children back to school in full uniform.  On PE days (families will be informed which day this will be 

in September) children may wear their PE kits on this day to avoid changing  
 Ability of children to social distance – this will be encouraged with older children but we know there 

is no guarantee,  we are dealing with children 
 Exclusion zones which families will not cross – we ask that only one parent/carer brings their child to 

school, you may wear face coverings if you wish, please socially distance away from others in the 
area you are asked to bring your child to and please leave the grounds as soon as your child has 
been called into school  

 Communication with families will continue via newsletters, texts, phone calls and when necessary, 
emails. 

From 8th September, we ask that children come into school at the following times and from the named 
gates and entrances. We ask that families arrive no more than 5 minutes early and please leave as soon as 
we have welcomed the children into school. On the first day back, staff will be outside to support this.   As 
we are putting in place staggered starts to avoid too many people gathering together, it is imperative 
families are on time and adhere to the rules. 

Class Start time and 
Location 

Finish time and 
location 

 
Nursery 
 

9.00 
Nursery door 
Use front gate 

3.00 
Nursery door 
Use front gate 

 
Reception 
 

8.50 
Cloakroom door 
Use front Gate 

3.20 
Cloakroom door 
Use front Gate 

 
Year 1 
 

8.40 
KS1 playground 
Use front Gate 

3.10 
KS1 playground 
Use front Gate 

 
Year 2 
 

8.50 
Quad 
Use back Gate 

3.20 
Quad 
Use back Gate 

 
Year 3 
 

8.40 
Quad 
Use back Gate 

3.10 
Quad 
Use back Gate 

 
Year 4 
 

8.50 
KS2 playground 
Use back Gate 

3.20 
KS2 Playground  
Use back Gate 

 
Year 5 
 

8.40 
KS2 playground 
Use back Gate 

3.10  
KS2 Playground 
Use back Gate 

 
Year 6 
 

8.30 
KS2 playground 
Use back Gate 

3.00  
KS2 Playground 
Use back Gate 
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Mrs Lindley has now contacted all families of children in Early Years to explain procedures to settle the 
children into school over the first few weeks and give starting dates for when the children will attend school 
full time.   

We ask all families to leave school via the gate they brought their child into school.  We are aware that the 
staggered starts means that for some families with more than one child in school, this may mean moving to 
a different area and socially distancing for a short while until your other children enter or leave school.  
Please do this as quickly as you can and please leave the building via the gate where the last child would 
have come through to come into school.  This may take some getting used to, but for the safety of our 
community, we have to work together to get this right.  

Returning Reading Books 

On the first day back in school; please return reading books, which were sent home at the start of 
lockdown. Please also return any transition work or photographs requested by the teacher, to support us as 
we move forward with our Recovery Curriculum work.   Thank you.  

Before and After School Provision 

Should you require before and after school provision, please email Cheryl McManus-Hanwell directly, at 
brightstarssp@gmail.com giving details of your requirements. Cheryl will then contact you to make 
arrangements. Can we please remind families that government guidance is that they limit the number of 
different wraparound providers they access, as far as possible, and assure themselves that the providers 
are carefully considering their own protective measures.  We ask that families only use those providers that 
can demonstrate this 

Moving forward:  

Our Christian Values linked to British Values for Life 

Next year, we will continue to focus on our Christian Values, linked to British Values. These values will 
permeate all areas of our curriculum and behaviour.   We believe this will help our children gain a greater 
understanding of what the values mean in terms of how we live our lives and the impact it has on others.  
This autumn, our Values will focus on: Community, Responsibility and Trust.  These link very well with the 
British values of Rule of Law, Democracy, Individual Liberty and Tolerance and Respect.   
 
Attendance and Punctuality 
 
Within the St. Paul’s community, we all want our children to succeed. Children only get one chance at 
school and now that school is fully reopening in September, we must remind our families that this chance is 
affected by not attending school every day and on time.   When children do not attend or are late, they 
often struggle to keep up with school work and miss out on the social side of school life. Poor punctuality 
and attendance can often affect their ability to make and keep friendships, which is such a vital part of 
growing up. Lateness not only affects the child, but other members of the class, as the teacher often has to 
stop the lesson and go over key learning points. Lateness will also affect our staggered starts and finishes, 
which can put others at unnecessary risk.   Each week, the class with the highest attendance will get a 
reward towards an end of term party and at the end of the year our 100% attendees get certificates and 
awards too.  

Uniform 
 
As we return to school in September, we ask for your full cooperation in ensuring your child wears correct 
school uniform. This identifies children as belonging to Whinmoor St. Paul’s community and supports us in 
continuing to raise expectations and standards.   Our full uniform list can be found on our website or email 
office@whinmoorstpauls.co.uk and ask for a copy. We would appreciate your particular support with the 
following:  
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 school shoes – sensible black shoes, not trainers 

 Jewellery - On health and safety grounds we do not allow children to wear jewellery. The exception 

to this rule is plain ear-ring studs in pierced ears. On any days that a child is participating in PE, 

games, swimming and other physical activities it is advisable to leave earrings at home 

 Nail varnish is not permitted nor are ‘extreme’ haircuts, patterns in hair or large hair ‘decorations’ 
such as patterned bows, clips etc.  Please keep to simple bobbles, head bands, in school colours.  

 
 
Have a wonderful safe and healthy summer, thank you for your continued support and may God bless us 
all as we break up for the holidays.  
 
Miss McBride  
Head teacher  
 
 


