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Dear Families,                                                                                                                                 19.11.20 
 
We hope you are all keeping well and safe as we continue moving forward into the autumn term.    Our 
thoughts and best wishes are with all those families and children within our community who are self 
isolating or have had a positive covid test at this time.   
 
'Children in Need' took place last Friday and it was great to see our children wearing their own clothes this 
year, really considering the meaning behind the campaign and thinking of all those children in need of 
support at this time. We were delighted to raise £95. Thank you all for your continued support.  
 
Anti-Bullying Week (16th - 20th November)  
 
Thank you to all our children and staff who wore their odd socks on Monday to raise awareness of the 
importance of uniting against bullying, whatever that may look like.  Throughout this week, PSHE sessions 
and Collective Worships have been dedicated to Anti-Bullying, with a focus on how to report bullying and 
who children can talk to about bullying if they are worried about it. The children discussed the term 
‘bullying’, thought about how to respond in different situations, acted out scenarios and supported each 
other. Please talk to your child about it.  We are proud of their sensible and mature responses.   
 
National Lockdown 
 
As lockdown restrictions continue across the country, we ask that all families support us in keeping our 
community as safe as we can.  Please wear face coverings on school grounds and when visiting the office; 
this adds an additional layer of protection for yourself, our staff and those within the school grounds who 
are ‘high risk.’  Outside of school, we ask all families to follow National guidelines and restrictions. This is 
imperative if we are to keep our community safe and well.   If anyone in your family does test positive, 
please inform us and follow isolation guidelines to the letter.   
If you or your children show any of these signs, please do not come into school and follow medical advice 
with regard to testing and isolation.     
                                                                                                   

 a high temperature –you feel hot to touch on your chest or back  

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it could be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste  

Please see our website for further information from Leeds City Council on recognising signs and symptoms 
of covid. 
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On- line learning - Blended Learning – message from Mrs. Wilson  

As we head further into the winter season, we are ever mindful of the need to be prepared for home 
learning to resume with little notice, should it become necessary for cohorts of children to self-isolate at 
home. We have several online platforms with which you should already be familiar. Links to these can be 
found on the home learning page on the school website. Please don’t wait until lockdown to see if you can 
access these resources and let us know if you are having difficulties with this.  Children are already familiar 
with these resources. 

Spelling Shed in KS2 

To support your child with spelling, we have purchased a subscription to a website called ‘Spelling Shed.’ 
Each child has a list of spellings sent home as part of their regular homework. KS2 teachers have uploaded 
these spellings onto Spelling Shed and from now on children should use this platform to practise their 
spellings for their weekly test. Your child has an individual login and these are in Homework Diaries. A link 
to the parent’s guide to Spelling Shed can be found on the class pages of our school website. If you require 
any support around practising spellings at home, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher. 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

Across school we have a strong focus on children learning their times tables. Knowing the times 
tables (and their associated division facts) supports mathematical learning and understanding and those 
children who have a strong grasp of them tend to be more self-assured when learning new concepts. 
For the first time this year, our Y4 children will take the national Multiplication Tables Check (MTC). The 
purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils can recall their times tables fluently, which is essential 
for future success in mathematics. It will help us to identify pupils who have not yet mastered their times 
tables, so that additional support can be provided. This test will take place online and will consist of 25 
questions and is timed.  
The Y4 class will have a 3-week check window, starting on Monday 8 June, to administer the MTC. 
Teachers will have the flexibility to administer the check to individual pupils, small groups or a whole class 
at the same time. Further information can be found on a guide for parents on the Y4 class page of the 
website. 
 
Wellbeing Survey  
 
In order to ensure we continue to support our families in the best way we can, tomorrow morning we will 
be send out links to a small number of wellbeing surveys, formulated by the School Wellbeing Team at 
Leeds City Council.  The questions ask parents/carers about their family’s wellbeing during and after 
lockdown, due to Coronavirus. The answers you give will help to provide a context for, and insight into, how 
we might best be able to support pupil wellbeing going forward. It should take no longer than 10 minutes to 
complete each survey.  Please only take part if you wish to.  We hope that completing the survey does not 
in any way upset you. If it does please be re-assured that you can stop at any time and your answers will 
not be saved. Thank you.  
 
Message from our PTFA 

 
Thank you for all of your support over the past year. We are happy to say we have purchased a number of 
items for our KS1 children including balls, building bricks, balancing tracks and much more. Once Covid 
restrictions are lifted, we hope to do the same for our KS2 playground.  
Earlier this week we sent home some Christmas designs with those children in school.  Those who have 
not been in school, we will send these home as soon as the children are back in school. We apologise that 
this is so last minute but due to a backlog, we have only just received them. We understand it says that 
payment is to be made by cheque; if you don’t have access to a cheque book then we can also accept 
cash.  
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In order to raise some much needed funds for school, we will be holding a raffle. On Monday 
30th November we will be placing some large bins around the school, these will be put outside each 
morning and afternoon for the week. We kindly ask that if you have any unused presents, bottles, toiletries, 
chocolates, etc, that you bring them and place them in 1 of the bins. We can then quarantine these and use 
them to form some of our hampers. We are also contacting local businesses to ask for donations.   
All raffle tickets will be sent out w/c 30th November and as always, we will be holding a competition. The 
class that sells the most raffle tickets will receive £15 to go towards their Christmas party. We ask that all 
tickets are returned by Monday 14th December and we will draw the prizes on Wednesday 
16th December.   
 Thank you again for your continued support through these uncertain times.   
 
Christmas at Whinmoor St. Paul’s 2020  
 
Christmas is almost upon us in school and although it won't be the same as in previous years, more than 
ever, we all need to feel the meaning and peace of Christmas.  We hope you enjoy reading about our plans 
for Christmas 2020 at Whinmoor St. Paul’s.   
 
Supporting our families at this time  
 
Since the start of lockdown, we have worked with our Family First colleagues, Bev Fisher and Suzanne 
Wilson, to provide and deliver food parcels within our community.  We will continue to support as much as 
we are able, delivering additional food hampers to families who need our support nearer Christmas. If you 
need any support, please don’t hesitate to let Mrs. Brew, Mrs. Burns or Mrs. Sheerins know in confidence 
and we will do our best to support you and your family.  
 
Advent 
 
This year we hope to take part in the C of E Advent Journey 'Rhythm of Life.'  Specially tailored resources 
have been created by the Diocese of Leeds to encourage children and young people to explore praying, 
encouraging, sharing, reflecting, celebrating, resting and creating over the Christmas period. Our journey 
will begin on Monday 30th November and finish on Friday 18th December. 
 
Christingle 
 
As part of our Christmas celebrations, Y5/6 usually hold a Christingle worship to help raise awareness of 
the work of The Children’s Society and raise funds to support them. Christingle is a joyful celebration that 
brings families and communities together to share the light of Jesus and spread a message of hope. This 
year we are hoping to extend this across the whole of KS1 and KS2. Let's make Christingle 2020 the 
biggest and brightest yet! 
On Friday 11th December children will bring home a bag containing the resources needed to make a 
Christingle, along with information and ideas for celebrating your own Christingle worship at home. We 
would be grateful if you would spend a little time talking about Christingle with your child and help them 
make their own Christingle.  Perhaps your child could lead a family worship? Please share with us on 
Twitter or via email what you have done. For more information please look on their website 
(https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-events/christingle/what-is-christingle)  
We’re really looking forward to seeing what you have done! 
 
Christmas tree  
 
We will continue our tradition of every child in school making a bauble to decorate our main tree. These 
baubles explore the meaning of Christmas; the Nativity, traditions, hope, justice and peace within the world. 
At the start of December, the tree will be decorated by each class with their baubles and a short Worship 
will take place.  Each class will be given a specific time and area of the tree to decorate.  This will take 
place over several days to ensure social distancing and covid cleaning measures are in place.  When the  
tree is fully decorated and lit up, we will share the beautiful end result with families on our website and via 
Twitter.  

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-events/christingle/what-is-christingle
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Cards 
 
This year we ask children not to bring in cards to give out in school.  However, children can all make a card 
dedicated to their friends in school, which will be displayed in class, if they wish.  
 
 
Our Christmas Productions 
 
This year we are unable to produce our usual concerts and Christingle service.  However, we will be 
sending some short videos home via class emails, during the last week of term featuring your child and 
their class singing traditional and modern Christmas songs.  We will also be uploading pictures of our 
school Christmas onto Twitter and sending them direct to you over the last week of term.  We hope you 
enjoy these.   
 
Christmas Parties 
 
During the last week of school, each class will be having a Christmas party.  The children will have their 
usual lunch in school and the parties will take place in the afternoon.   
On the day, children can wear their own clothes.  Although we can't hire our usual disco, we have plans to 
really make it enjoyable for all our children.  
I have written to Santa asking him to record a message to play at the parties, reminding children that 
although he can’t come into school this year, he's busy getting everything ready and will be visiting on 
Christmas Eve as usual!   The teachers have already told him how impressed they are with our children.  
I’m sure he will agree to send us a message.   
 
 Our party dates are below: 
 
 Nursery -  Tuesday 15th December           
 Reception -  Thursday 17th December 
Y1 –Thursday 17th December 
Y2 –Tuesday 15th December 
Y3 – Tuesday 15th December 
Y4 – Wednesday 16th December 
Y5 – Wednesday 16th  December  
Y6 – Wednesday 16th December  
 
We thank you for your support as always and hold all our families in our prayers.  
 
Miss McBride 
Head teacher  
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