


Today, our focus is on celebrating. We are continuing to think about 
when Jesus was baptised. 

Before we start, consider these questions…

When someone praises you, how do you feel? What sort of 
things might we want to praise other people for?

What kind of events do we celebrate? Can you remember 
any celebrations you have been to?



One is nearly 800 years old. The other is a 
modern painting.

How are they different?

Which do you like 
the best and why?



21 When all the people were being baptized by John, Jesus also 
was baptized. While Jesus was praying, heaven opened 
and 22 the Holy Spirit came down on him. The Spirit was in the 
form of a dove. Then a voice came from heaven and said, “You 
are my Son and I love you. I am very pleased with you.”

Luke’s gospel tells us this part of the story.

Luke – Chapter 3



The story tells us that when Jesus was baptised the ‘heavens opened’ 
and a voice was heard. Whose voice do you think it was?

This happens at the start of Jesus’ ministry, before he has done 
anything, so why do you think the voice says, “I am very pleased 
with you”?



A thought for today…

In our story today, Jesus was praised just for being himself. God told 
Jesus that he loved him and that he was pleased with him. Jesus 
hadn’t done anything special yet, he was just being baptised. 

Christians believe that God also loves all of us, just for who we are. 
We don’t need to do anything special and we sometimes do things 
wrong, but God celebrates us because he loves us!

Think of how it makes you feel when someone says something 
good to you. We can make others feel that way by saying positive 
things about them. We can celebrate them and bring them joy.



You might like to try:

Putting celebrating into action!

• Just like in our story, try to praise someone today, just for being 
who they are!

or

• Even when things are hard we can always find something to 
celebrate and be thankful for. Try to pick at least one thing 
today to celebrate and say thank you for.



The Rhythm of Life PrayerA Prayer for the Day

If you would like to, you can join in saying these prayers.

Loving God,
as we journey through this season,
help us to practice 
the habit of celebrating
so that the rhythm of our lives
can bring us closer to each other 
and to you.
Amen

Heavenly Father,
thank you that you love me 
just for being me. I don’t 
have to do anything special. 
Help me to celebrate other 
people and show that I love 
them, just for being them!
Amen
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