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Dear Families,                                                                                                                            01.04.21 
 
As this spring term draws to a close, we wish you all a very happy, healthy and peaceful Easter break. This 
has certainly been a very different spring term to any other we have experienced.  Thank you to all our 
families and children for your support over such a challenging time.  Our survey responses to our remote 
learning package evidences how, as a community, we have all pulled together to keep our children 
learning, be it at home or school.  Thank you to our staff for quickly adapting to new ways of working and 
their flexibility in making sure all our children had access to the support they needed.  We all look forward to 
the summer term and we hope, a long term easing of lockdown.  Covid is still very much with us, however, 
so we ask for your vigilance over the Easter break and we look forward to welcoming the children back into 
school on Monday 19th April. Staggered starts and all the covid rules and regulations, including social 
distancing when bringing or collecting children to school and a request for adults to wear face coverings on 
school premises, will continue to be in place for the foreseeable future.   
 
Track and Trace over the holiday period:  
Information from Leeds City Council regarding Track and Trace up to 6 days after the closure of 
school  
 
Over the Easter break, we hope all our families keep safe and well. Unfortunately, given the nature of the 
virus, we know that there is always a chance of positive cases within our community.  We ask for your 
support as follows:  

 Families only need to inform school if their child tests positive and they develop symptoms within 
48 hours of being in school. (This means until Saturday 3rd April, if your child has been in school 
today.)  Please inform us by emailing office@whinmoorstpauls.co.uk  

 We will then contact all families of children who have been in close contact with the child (or staff 
member) who has tested positive and inform you that your child needs to isolate over the holiday 
period, following government guidelines.  

 It is imperative we have an up to date phone number and email address for each family.  Please let 
us know of any updates 

 Our office email will be checked during the 6 days following the closure of school, each morning 
9.30am – 12pm. 

We sincerely hope that, over this crucial period, none of our school community tests positive and we do not 
have to inform staff and families to isolate but if we do, we ask that you follow all guidelines to the letter.   
Public Health England have informed us that at this current time, instructions given from school to pupils 
and staff to self-isolate, if they are identified as close contacts with a positive case, are legally binding as 
the school are working on behalf of and on the advice of the DfE and themselves.  
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Easter 
 
Information from the Diocese of Leeds: 
 
 Bradford Cathedral Schools' Easter Service video ‘A Journey Through Holy Week’ is available and 
covers Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. The video can be found on 
YouTube.   There is also a link to their Schools’ digital educational resources for Lent and Easter from 
EYFS to KS3. You can view the digital resources here: https://bradfordcathedral.org/education/digital-
school-resources/ 
  
St George’s Church, Leeds - Following on from their ‘Mr Emporium's Gift Shop' nativity video, St George's 
Leeds have produced a sequel for Easter. They unpack the story of Easter through 'Mr Emporium's 
Easter Experiments'. The free resource for schools and churches was released on Monday, March 22. 
Find out more at:  https://stgs.org.uk/easterexperiments 
 
Easter on the Green  
On Good Friday, one of our parents, Mrs. Joanne Doherty, has organised a fun family afternoon on  
Whinmoor Green, opposite Hawthorn Wood. The event will open at 1pm and close at 5pm.  There will be 
competitions, a raffle and a visit from a very special Bunny.  Easter art work, produced by our children over 
the season of Lent, will also be on display.  Mrs. Doherty will be collecting for ‘Parents Against Child 
Exploitation’ (PACE) at the event.  All Covid guidelines, in line with Government guidance, will be adhered 
to. This sounds like a wonderful way to welcome in the Easter season.     
 
Values 
At school, all we do is underpinned by the Christian ethos of valuing the individual. We believe that every 
child is respected as a unique child of God, the future adults in society. We are privileged to work with 
families and carers, supporting and enabling our children to live life to the full. After Easter, we will focus on 
the Christian Value of Courage, linking to the British Values of Rule of Law and Respect. Later in the 
summer, we will explore the value Perseverance, linked to Tolerance and Respect. 
 

Holi Festival 

Holi is a Hindu festival that celebrates spring, love and new life.  Yesterday, with the sun shining, Year 4 
celebrated Holi, welcoming in the spring and good spirits into our school. This festival gives thanks to the 
Hindu God Krishna, for blessing our world with such beautiful colours and crops.  
 
Virtual Library 
As the holidays approach, we are delighted that we now have a ‘Virtual Library.’ You will find this on our 
website under our ‘Curriculum’ tab. Feel free to browse and choose any book to listen to. All you have to do 
is click on the book cover and it will direct you to the website. We have a mixture of books which are read to 
you. Listen and enjoy! 
 
Uniform 
As we get ready for the new term (and shops reopen), we ask that you support us in sending the children 
back to school on time and in full uniform at the start of the summer term.   We are proud of our children 
and their uniform identifies them as belonging to Whinmoor St. Paul’s community and supports us in 
continuing to raise expectations and standards.   Our full uniform list can be found on our website or pop 
into our office for a paper copy. We particularly ask you to support us on the following:   
 

 School shoes – Sensible black shoes, not trainers 

 Jewellery - On health and safety grounds we do not allow children to wear jewellery. The exception 

to this rule is plain earring studs in pierced ears. On any days that a child is participating in PE, 

games, swimming and other physical activities it is advisable to leave earrings at home. 
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 Nail varnish is not permitted nor are ‘extreme’ haircuts, artificially coloured hair, patterns in hair or 
large hair ‘decorations’ such as patterned bows, clips etc.  Please keep to simple bobbles, head 
bands, in school colours.  

 
On PE days, children can wear their PE kits, to avoid changing at this time. Please see our website for a 
full list of what can be worn. The PE kit is low cost and easily maintained and we ask your support in 
making sure the children’s PE kit is treated as part of the school uniform expectations – please keep to the 
correct colours, no large labels, slogans etc.  Thank you.  
 
PE 
Please see below for which days each class will be doing PE. 
 
Reception – Tuesday & Friday 
Year 1 – Tuesday & Friday 
Year 2 – Monday & Wednesday 
Year 3 – Monday & Wednesday 
Year 4 – Wednesday & Friday Swimming 
Year 5 – Tuesday & Friday 
Year 6 – Thursday & Friday 
 
Golden Rules  
We continue to ask all our children to respect the six Golden Rules of our School and ask that you remind 
the children about these over the holidays: 
 

 We are gentle (we don’t hurt others) 

 We are kind and helpful (we don’t hurt anybody’s feelings)  

 We listen (we don’t interrupt) 

 We are honest (We don’t cover up the truth) 

 We work hard (We don’t waste our own or others’ time)  

 We look after our property (We don’t waste or damage things)  

Catering Leeds  
Our school meals provider, Catering Leeds, are looking for staff to join their teams, working in schools 
within this area. They pay the Leeds Living Wage (a minimum of £9.30 per hour) and have part time roles 
which are term time only on offer. If you are interested please visit jobs.leeds.gov.uk website and 
complete an application form.  
 
Friday 19th March – Red Nose Day  

It was lovely to see our children dressed in a splash of red on Friday 19th March, as we took part in Red 

Nose Day. Thank you to everyone who supported the charity with  donations, which go towards  helping 

tackle important issues including homelessness, hunger, domestic abuse and mental health stigma, all of 

which have been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. Altogether we collected £115. 

 

Before and After School Club 

We are pleased to announce that the before and after school club will reopen on Monday 19th April. If you 

have not already done so, and you wish to book a place for your child, please contact Cheryl at 

brightstarssp@gmail.com         

 

After School Clubs 

As lockdown eases, we are pleased to announce our Friday after school sports club will return very 
soon in the new term.  This will be led by our very skilled Rhino's coach, Lewis. To ensure we continue 
to learn safely in Bubbles, this will begin with Year 6 for summer 1 and then Year 5 for summer 
2. More details to follow in the new term.     
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Thank you again for your support over such a different term.  We wish all our families a well-deserved 
break and hold you in our prayers.  We look forward to a great summer term ahead.  
 
 
Miss McBride  
 
Head teacher  


