
 

 

 

Year 1 – Spring  

Exploring Sounds  
 

Previous Knowledge and Skills Becoming a musician  

• Listen attentively, move to and talk about 

music, expressing their feelings and 

responses 

• Sing in a group or on their own, 

increasingly matching the pitch and 

following the melody 

• Talk about music making, identifying things that 

they enjoy or works well 

• Follow instructions and listen to the suggestions 

of others  

• Take turns  

 

Instruments we can use  
  

 

                                                                                   

 
 
 
 
  tambourine          maracas                claves                  castanets              tambour 

Key Vocabulary 

We want you to remember these words. 

Dynamics – volume  Pitch – how high or low the note is  

 

Tempo - the speed of the music  
Graphic score – the representation of musical 

composition through the use of symbols 

 

Timbre – the character or quality of musical sound  

 

Notation – a system of written symbols used to 

visually represent music 

 

Key knowledge and skills 

The ‘stuff’ we want you to remember. 

To perform songs with expression and actions 
To describe sounds using simple musical 

vocabulary 

To recognize and describe musical changes 
To choose and order sounds to create musical 

patterns 

To follow a simple graphic notation  To create a simple graphic score  

Focus question:  Can you make the changes? 

 



 

 

 

Year 2 – Spring  

Musical moods and Pictures 

  
 

Previous Knowledge and Skills Becoming a musician  

•  Use a variety of tuned and untuned percussion 
instruments   

 
• Compose simple sound effects to accompany 

sections of a story  
 

• Learn to identify and describe pitch 

• Explore, sing and perform a range of age-

appropriate songs as a class 

• Work collaboratively as a class and in small 

groups, trying out musical ideas and making 

improvements where necessary  

• Talk about music making, identifying things that 

they enjoy or work well 

Instruments we can use  
  

 

                                                                                   

 
 
 
 

  tambourine          maracas                claves                  castanets              tambour 

Key Vocabulary 

We want you to remember these words. 

Tempo – the speed of the music  
Timbre – the character or quality of the musical 

sound 

 

Compose – to write a piece of original music  Dynamics – the volume of the music  

 

Improvise – making up music on the spot 

 

Soundscape - where we use musical instruments 

to create the sounds of a particular story or action 

Key knowledge and skills 

The ‘stuff’ we want you to remember. 

How songs and music can communicate different 

emotions  

How to select sounds to match a mood, character 

or theme  

Different ways to express the mood of a song using 

facing expressions and changing voice 
To follow and give simple musical instructions  

 How to work in small groups to compose music on a  

given theme 
To create a simple soundscape inspired by a song  

Focus question:  Can you express the mood of the song? 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Year 3 – Autumn  

Painting Pictures with Sound 
 

Previous Knowledge and Skills Becoming a musician  

• Know how songs and music can communicate 
different emotions  
 

• Learn to follow and give simple musical instructions 
  
• Use songs to inspire a simple soundscape   

• Explore and sing a widening range of age-appropriate 

songs as a class  

• Work collaboratively as a class and in small groups, 

trying out musical ideas and making improvements 

where necessary  

• Show growing awareness of different musical roles 

(conductor, performer, audience, ensemble)  

 

Instruments we will explore  
  

 

                                                                                   

  
      guitar                           tuba                     violin                    woodblocks             darbuka 

Key Vocabulary 

We want you to remember these words. 

  Dimensions - the different parts that come together to 

make up a song or piece of music 
Piano – soft/quiet 

  Instrumentation – how music is arranged for a band or   

orchestra   Forte – loud  

  Rhythm – a pattern of long and short sounds in music   Staccato – short quick sounds  

  Duration - how long the sound is    Legato – smoothly  

Key knowledge and skills 

The ‘stuff’ we want you to remember. 

How to identify and describe the ingredients  

(dimensions) that make up music 
How to compose music inspired by stories or settings 

How to perform instrumental accompaniments, selecting 

suitable timbres to suit the style of a song    

How to create and organise music with layers of musical 

sound (texture) and represent them using graphic 

notations   

 How to create suitable music to accompany song lyrics      

and poetry, varying the dimensions of music to evoke  

mood and atmosphere 

 

Focus question:  Can you compose music inspired by stories and settings? 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Year 5 – Spring  

Music and Words  
 

Previous Knowledge and Skills Becoming a musician  

•  How musical instruments can be grouped and 
classified in different ways  

 

• How to create musical contrasts by varying pitch, 
tempo, articulation and dynamics  

 
• Compose music in a given structure  

• Explore and perform a widening range of songs  
 

• Talk confidently about the music they make and 

listen to 
 

• Evaluate own and others’ work, explaining ideas 

using musical vocabulary and making necessary 

adjustments 

Instruments we will explore  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

         Louis Armstrong                                 Ella Fitzgerald                              Miles Davis                       

Key Vocabulary 

We want you to remember these words. 

  Time signature – an indication of rhythm that gives the 

number of beats per bar 
Pianissimo – very soft/quiet 

  Articulation – the way a note or group of notes should be    

played    Fortissimo – very loud  

  Structure – the organization of a piece of music into 

sections 
  Crescendo – a gradual increase in volume 

  Cadenza - a brilliant solo piece of music occurring near 

the end of a piece of music 
  Diminuendo – a gradual decrease in volume   

Key knowledge and skills 

The ‘stuff’ we want you to remember. 

How to maintain a part in a group performance, 

recognizing how their part fits with others 

How improvisations have been used throughout musical 

history  

How to represent musical ideas using a combination of 

standard and graphic notation 

Know that there are different musical styles such as jazz 

and know about musicians such as Louis Armstrong  

 How to improvise rhythmic and melodic patterns to a four-

beat pulse and perform with a sense of style 

How to create music inspired by words and poetry, 

exploring techniques to establish mood and atmosphere 

Focus question:  Can you compose music to establish mood and atmosphere? 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Year 6 – Spring  

Musical Effects and Moods  
 

Previous Knowledge and Skills Becoming a musician  

 
• create music inspired by words and poetry, exploring 

techniques to establish mood and atmosphere 
 
• How to represent musical ideas using a combination 

of standard and graphic notation 

• Explore and perform a widening range of songs as a 

class 

• Evaluate own and others’ work, explaining ideas 

using vocabulary and suggesting ways to improve 

• Develop understanding of different musical roles  

P we will explore  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

         Glockenspiels                                  chime bars                                  xylophone                    

Key Vocabulary 

We want you to remember these words. 

  Harmony - the sound created when two or more sounds 

of different pitches are played at the same time 

Scale – an group of notes arranged in ascending or 

descending order of pitch  

  Consonant sound – a combinations of notes that create a 

pleasing sound 

 

Octave - the distance between one note (like C#) and the 

next note bearing its same name (the next C#) 

  Dissonant sound – a combination of notes that clash with 

one another and unpleasant harmony    Accelerando – gradually getting faster  

  Interval – the difference in pitch between two sounds   Rallentando – gradually getting slower   

Key knowledge and skills 

The ‘stuff’ we want you to remember. 

How to use harmony to create moods and atmosphere How to follow musical directions given by a conductor 

How to hear the difference between musical intervals 

when singing and playing 

How to sing songs using clear diction, demonstrating an 

awareness of style 

 How to perform together as a group, making sure their 

part blends well with others 

How to make changes to dynamics and tempo to achieve 

a particular effect such as building tension  

Focus question:  Can you use the inter-related dimensions expressively when composing? 

 
 


